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Ceremony on the Occasion of the 66th Anniversary of
the Air Battle over the County Region

The German-American Airmen's Memorial with the Seulingswald Forest has made
friends out of former enemies.  66 years ago, one of the most dramatic air battles of
WW II, with the highest losses, took place  in our region.  In 1990, the memorial was
dedicated  upon the initiative of Walter Hassenpflug.  On August 1, 1990, for the first
time ever, American bomber crews and German fighter pilots formed a solemn circle
of solidarity. The photo shows (from left to right): Veteran Willi Vollmer, Joseph A.
Reus, Gerhard Kott, Heinz Federwisch and James C. Baynham.
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Ceremony on the occasion of the 66th Anniversary of
the Air Battle over the "Seulingswald Forest"

To honor the victims of the air battle on September 27, 1944, visitors met at the
German-American Airmen's Memorial within the forest near Friedlos.  Since 1990,
former enemies come together in friendship this place within the  Seulingswald
Forest, as a symbol of reconciliation but also to demonstrate how lucky they were to
survive.  The memorial stone that bears the names of the 118 American and 18
German fliers reminds us of an air battle with the highest  losses in WW II, the
Disaster of the "Kassel Mission" in 1944. Walter Hassenpflug of Friedlos in 1986
started to make contact with fliers in Germany and the USA and thus paved the way
to reconciliation.  An idea that met with great approval even 66 years after the fateful
air battle.

(Mayor Baumann's welcoming address, plus a list of the VIP's, plus
an extract from his address [has been published before] follows, plus
photos of the ceremony)


